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_ and cruly noble 
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IE is ſmal Ser=: 
All: mon may well: 
f} , bees termed D 
Zibar, for * ie not as 
Itttle 'one 12 Her 16: 

bears good proportion: 


to be ſhort text; on 


which it diſcou rſeth, 
eA2 lil 


oO delivered. Arie 
$ ſmal,ſoit defred FF, be 


 fecret , and intend 


its OUT: ro.euey 
| '9 'Iben all. | - YO< 


b 


- 


Wo 


ing, #cenſurdb e for, 
gaddingabroad Piebe. 
} outs neceſſary VaCds: 
i - OR... |. , Vie. + 

- But ſeeing Jucb 
© bo Was JOUY impor tunitiey 
Þ haven Primed, 
1, chat all my excuſes to 
|. the contrary, which { 
}, could alledge with 
| truth, and the delays, 
which 1 could make 


with manners , might 


not prevaile; { ba'g | 
choſenratber to be ac- 


| od younne - 
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 Thefpiſile. \ | 
counted -\ nndiſcreet 
then uncivil,and baye 4 
neeldediro.your defire.' | 
Surely Sir , Heaven. * 
can never return'ade- 
wial-i0. your requeſts. | 
Whom i preſume ,Cby | 
proportion of your ear- 
neſt acfiring ſo ſmal a. | 
matter\to be zealous F 
in your defires of bier | 
congernment, that no- | 
thing but a grant can | 
, pivegou ſatis fadion. : Þ 
2». Bur. the maineſfi Þ 


ae -.- gicatory. 
F- motive, next Jour im» 
+ portunity , which put 
FF meonihs publike ad- 
4 wpenture, Was the con- 
federation of my en- 
 £agements 10 JOur no- 
F blebounty, above my 
1 [ poſs tbility of deſerving 
E it, The Jroſtle pie} 
FT tMQupart of the duty of 
a g00d (ervant, Tit.2, 
: A V, hp PN arTIALyoTaAs, not 
| anſineringagaine. / 
\ muſt confeſſe my ſelfe 
+ Jour Servant , and 
therefore 


” bs it ill 1 bees i 
med me to diclike or 4 
mutter againſt any 
thing you was pleaſed 
1 ſhould doe. Thur des 
frring the cominuance 

' and increaſe 0) fall ſpi- 

ritual and temporal 

bappines on your bo- 
nour. I commend you : 
ro the Almighty, 
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But goalineſſe With contents 
ment is great gain. 


S222 the forcgoing 
1A Te verſe, St. *Panl 

Ray {cs down the 
worldlings prayer,creed, 
and commandements;. 
| Which is their daily des 


fire, belicfe and practiſe, 


E: and all containcd in three 


words ; | Gain is Godlnes. 
Now in y text St. Pad 
connter-riaes theiropi 


-nion 
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I1, 


nion,or raiſerh-our- anti- 
poſition to batecr down 
their falſe conceit, moſt 
elegantly croſſing and 
Inverting their words; 


But - Godtines -with content- 


ment is great gan. 
Take notice of the un- 
aftcted.clegancy. of the 
Apoſtle,how clearly and 
naturally with a little ad- 
tion, he turns the world- 
lings Paradox into a 


+ Chriſtian truch, Though 


Sermons may not laugh 
with light expreſſions : 
yet itis ngt unlawfull for 
them to ſmile with dc: 


waics 


i 


_ of (/ontentment. © 
wayes provided,thatthe *. 54 


ſweetneſſc of the ſavwwoe: © 


ſpoile .nor che ſavouri- 
nelle of the meat. The 
Preacher ſoup bt to fin-le out 1+ 29. 
acceptabie' or pieaſant Words, * © 
that ſo his ſound mater 
might be more welcome 
to his auditors. 

Well, here wec have 
two contrary 9pintons 
{et on foot together, Gm 
# godivefſe, faith the 
worling, owvhoſe Gold 
is his god, looking and 
telling chereof,his {1ying 
of his praycrs. Godlineſſe 
igreat gain,faith God him» 
ſe = by themouth of che 

— "__ 


ITH, 


A Sermon © 
ug Apoſtle, Now as Peter 
in another caſe, whether 
it be rightto hearken un- 
to man more then unto 
God,judge ycc. : 
The rext preſents us 
with a Sri 
2 A Bride-ms1le. 
3 Her great portion. 
4 Tie preſent payment | 


thereof. 


1 The Briae Godlarſſe, 
We nced not enquire fur- |» 
ther into her Pedcgree 
and extraction, ſhe car- 
ries het Fither in her f 
| Name ; and relates ro - 
{ hy. he Anchor thercof. 
£ + = 2:- The 
Y x TH C2 =, 


IV. 


2. The Bride-maid. The 
Virgin her companion 
that follows her, or her 
inſeparable attendant , 
Contentment. Godimeſe 
with contentment, 

Fer great Portion, 
Wherein obſerve the rich 
ware, Gain; The large 
meaſure, Great gain- 

4 The preſent payment. 
Not in expecQaances or 
reverſions; but dewn a: 
the naile , preſently depoli- 
ted,is.  Godlmes with content- 
ment 1 great gaine 
Wee begin with the 
Bride , and in the firſt 
placeletus puric to the 
queltion. 
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.e queſtion.'What godlmes 


157 To which quere, ſc- 


verall anſwers will be 
made accordin g to Mens 


{everall afkections. Aske 


ſome Fryer obſervant, 
Whargodlines 1s, and he 
vn 1:1 tel you, the wearing 


of athirt of bair,girdic of 


hemp , faſting ſo often in 
the week, praying ſo of- 
ten in the day with ſuch 
| likeCanonical devotions: 
Ask the tenacious main- 
trainer of ſome new: up- 
{tarc optnion, What god- 
linesis? And he will an» 


{over, It is the zealous de- 


tending with limb and 
life 


+4 
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life of ſuch , and ſuch 
ſtrange tenets, which our 
fathers perchance never 


| hardofbefore;yeawhich 


.1s worle, ſuch a perſon 


wil preſume ſoto.confine 
Godlines to his opinion, 
as to ungodly all others 
who in the leaſt particu- 
lar diſſent from him. Oh, 
if God ſhould have no 
more mercy on us, then 
wee have charity oneto 
another, whar would 
become of us? Indeed 
Chriſt cearmeth his own 
alittle lock , Fear not-little 


flack. Bur if ſome mens 


ralh and cruel cenſures 


ſhould 
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ber of the godly. would 
beſolittle, it would not 
be a flock. OI 
3 le 6s a true but fad 
conſideration how 1n all - 
ages, men with mote vc= 
hemency of ſpwit have 
{tickled about {mall and 
unimporcant points then 
about fuch macrers as 
moſt concern their ſal. 
vation, So that | nay 
fay ( theſe ſ{orrowtull. 
times having taaed- all 
our congues-to- MUItary- 
pluaſes) ſome men have. 
laviſhed morc - powder 
and-ſhot in the ogy 
| O 
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F Of Contentment 


_ of ſpme fleight outs 


works which-might well 
have becn quited wirh- 
out any lofſe to Reli- 
oien,then in maintaing 
che main platformof pic- 
ty,and making good that: 
Caſtle of Gods ſervice 
and their own ſalvation, 
Pride wil be found upon 
ſerious enquiry the prin- 
cipall cauſe hereof, For: 
when men have ſtudied: 
many wecks,moneths or. 
years about ſome addis: 
tionall point in Divinity, 
they contend co havethe 
ſame eſſenriall to ſalvati- 
on, becauſe ic is eſlcntiall 
B ro 


to their reputation, leaſt 
otherwiſe their dileretis 
on be callcd into queſti- 
on, for taking ſv much 
pains in vain, and ſpcnd- 
ing ſo. much precious 
time abour a necdleflc 
matter, Hereupon they 
labour to inhance the va» 
lue of their own ftudies, 


and will have all thoſe 


havediſcovered;; yea, all 
their © - - ſuperſtructures 
mult be accounted fun- 
damentall : Allcheir far 
tercht deductions and 


muſtbercpured robe im- 


mediare 
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mynes gold, which they 


confequential - reſults. 


| of Contentment. 
| mediate and effcariallco 


godlines; yea, the very 


| life of godlines muſt be- 


placed 1 in the zcalous af- 
ſcrting the ſame, 

6 Butir wall berhe ſas 
feſt way for us to take as 
deſcription of godlineſſe 
froma pen infallible, in 
parriall , and unconcer- 
ned in our modern di- 
ſtrations. Even from 


Saint James himſelf. Pare James t.- 


religion (or godlineſle ) and *7 


 tndefuled before God and the 


Father is this , to viftte the fa- 
therk [ſe and widdows in their 


* afflittion, and to keep hin/elf 


11ſpoted from the world. This 
_ - {crterh 


ſetteth forth the praQi- 
call part of Religion, and, 
asI may term ir, the hear 
ofgodlineſſe. To which 
if the ſpeculative part,the 
light of Godlineſſc bce 
added, to know the only true 
Jann 17+ God, and Teſs Chriſt whom he 
hath ſent , then godlines is 
made compleat, And 


godlinefſe thus defined. 1 


that it may conſiſt with 
- ſome crrours in judge- | 
ment, and infirmities in 
practiſe; Provided thar 
the godly perſon perſiſts | 
In Faith, Hope and Cha- 
rity, which hold ourtthe. 
CHEM ſumme_ 


admits of a latitude, ſo | 


bY 
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ſumme of Religion asto 
the neceſſary parrtthere- 
of. As forall particular 
forms of Church Go- 
vernment, . Ceremonies 
and outward manner 


of divine worſhip, moſt 


of them admitting of al- 
reration upPon-cmergens 
cies, and variation Accore - 


[ _ dingto circumſtances of 


time, place, and perſons, 
(though theſe be more or 
leſſe ornamentall to god- 
lineſle, as they neerer or 
further off relate to dis 


vincinſticution ) yetiris 


crronious to - fixe or 
place the life or eflence - 
> _ WW 


Jow, But i every nation , be 
that feareth him ani workerh 
rroht-ouſnes is accepied with 
hm: Y <4, in one and the 
ſame vation, hethart fear- 
eth him and worketh 
righteoufneſſe of what 
Se, Side, Party, Profeſ- 
ſion, Opinion, Church, 


Congregation {oever he 


be is accepted with him, 
as having truc godlines 


In his heart which with con- 


Frome woreat ' 94MM 
Pi SK 4 Come 


AB.to of -odlineſſe cheoein, 
Wee conclude this point. 
with the words of Saint 
Peter. Of a truth I perceive 
that God ts n0 reſpefler of per- 


=P — 


Þ of (Contentment. 

_ >» Comewec now to 
the Brid-maid atrending 
her,Contentment. Contenr- 

' ment isa willing ſubmiſ- 
| fionofoursto Gods will 
in all conditions. I ſay 
| willing; for,ific bepa- 
| ticnce perforce, What re- 
Ward have you * What doe you 
T more then others? Dee not es 
T wventhe Pablicans and Sinners 
the/ame? Yea, whartdoe 
you more then Mules 
and Horlcs which being 
kept with bit and Bridle 
quietly carry their ryders 
wwhich -they cannot caſt 
off; In all condicions, 
! paricnt:! 170! adverſity 9 
-- Bqg hum 


pf - . > v ws 
E , ” > + bh, h 5 
F215 Cu Far "i FS a "SIT 4 vn I 4 gp 
FE OK as <5 = 2 [b Sx 
' IU® ” = fy" ” 
<5 WY 5 3 a x p be. F 
2 JE < J 4 
FaF* oc % &. "Is" 
E * 4 c iz bd — I LE: ny 
my f Id 


ſ 
: 


| 


) } 


» 
6 
F 


humb| 


thankfull in both; loo- 


king neither -above our 


by 
FE 
F 


eſtates with the ambiti- 
ous mano have ithighe 


| cr; nor beyond ir , with 
| the -coverous man tO 


ſpread it. broader ; nor 
belides ic with the envi- 
vous man, repyning art 
thecſtatc of others + but _ 
direAly 'on the Portion 
God hath given us, and 
fully ſatisfied with | the 
fame. Even juſtifying 
Gods proccedings: unto 
us., though wee receive 
fromhim whar fleſh. & 
blood would counthard 


.* 


E V& we =&% wad 
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of Contentment.. 
meaſure, namely, if his 
Divine wiſdome ſhould 
T Aſo appointit, That wyh pcdleſ7 
| juft men ve. periſh With onr *5- 
1 righteouſneſſe , whileſt Wicked 

| menprolong their lives in their 
wickednes. 

$ Herewe mult take 

notice of the conjunRi- 

on copulative, vith. God- 

lines with contentment. 
Which furniſhech us 

with two profitable obs 
1 fervations, 
}- 1, Wherelocver there 
1s true godlineſle 
Þ. there is contents» 
| - ment. | [; 
-- 2; Whereſocver there 4 

Eo ls | 


FRY lovely and pleaſant in their tives 


1s - true. content-. 
ment chere ts god- 
lines. 4: =>; 


| Like Saul and Jonathan, 


and m their deaths they are not 
divided. Theſe twin gra» 
ceSalwaycs gotogether,; 
True 1t ts, that 60ds chil- 
dren. may often have 
their firs and.qualms of. 


rKin.ry diſcontentment, as Elah 


' Jonaby, and Jonah had : Bur this 


proceeds from the im- 
perfections of -grace. in 
them; They are nor dif- 
contented as they- arc 
godly, bur as they have a 
principle of upgodlineſſe 


mn. 
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in them the,yemnant of 
carnall corfuption. 

9 On the other ſide, 
. no wicked man what- 
ſoever he'\pretendeth,can 
have true contentment. 

Remarkable: 3t is that 
inthe ſame chapter wee 
finde cwo linkoes lay: 
ing claim to the grace of 
contentation, but on dif- 
ferent; yea, contrary ti- 
tles. 

Eau (aid , Gen.31-9 [4 
bave enough my brother , keep 
that thou baſt unto thy felf, Ja- 
cob ſaid, Sys an God 
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2, Aww... 2} 
Ejaus enough was indecd \ 
not enovgh;, being onely a 
proud and vain-glorious 
brag, ſcorning and diſs 

daining ar the firſt (ill | 

- iImportunity altered him) 
ro.rcecive a guife from 
his younger Brother, as 
ific were a diſgrace and [ 
diſparagement to - his 
greatnes to admir of any 
addition or acccſſion of 
his eſtate from his infe- 
rjour. Jacobs enough was a 
true and reall acknow- 
ledgement - of Gods 
goodneſſego him , reſt- 
ing fausfied with: thar 
portion . divine provi- 
OR dence 
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dence had alotted him, 
ſuch contentment ' al- 


waics gos with godlines, 


and 15 greatgain. 

10: Come wenow to 
the Dowery ; and before 
we deſcend to the parti» 
culars thereof, take no- 
rice in generall of Gods 
bountifull dealing with 
his ſervants. God might 
command us to_work 
and give us no wages, 
and moſt juſtly enjoyne 
usto labourall day in his 
Vineyard;and give us no 
penny at night; Very 
good reaſon. Why ſhould 


we exped' ro receive 


profit 
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profic by him , who re- 

, turn. no profic to him, 

Luke 17: jPheyt ee bave done all thoſe 

things which are commanded 

you * ſay, Wee are unpreft- 

table ſervants , wee have done 

that which was our aut) to doe, 

Sax/ did nor give but take 
1Sav.13 a dowry. With his. 
daughter, andicis obſcr- 
vable that 100 of fore- 
Skins onely were requi- 
red of David, but he gave 
200 for her. i Such was 
the ſuper-errogation of 
hisvalour; love and loy- 

_ alty eſpecially when joy- 
ned together, never give 
ſcant meaſure- God in_ 

like 


bd 


like manner might CX- 
| pet that - wee ſhould 
give him-a portion for 
che attaining of godli- 
nes; All-wee can doe all 
vvee can fuffer is too lit- 
tlero purchale ſo preci- 
ous agrace. Yer ſee the 
goodnes of God, who 
knowing he. is to deale 
with ſuch: dull work- 
men,who will take pains 
no longer then they are 
paid, whets us on-with 
reward in his ſervice. 
11. Here I deny not 
but ic is lavwfull colook 
onthoſcblcilings and be» 
richirs which @od reach- 
eth 


eth out to us for his fets* - 
vice; Moſes himſelf badrea 


Hebr.13. heb unto the recompence of Te» 
ward, But two things we. 
mult take heed of, Firſt 
chat wee receive this re- 
ward in notion and na- 


ture of a meere gratuity, 


not cxatly merited by 
the condignity of our 


performances, and oncly 


due unto us by the ver- 
ruc of G6ods free pronyle 
and not our deſerts. Ses 
condly , that as we look 
on the reward, ſo wee 
look through and be- 
/ yondir. It being a good 


Inn for our deſires 


to 


bait 


of Contentment, 
bait at, -but'a bad home 
for them to lodge 1 In « 
Let us labour to develt 
our ſouls of mercenary 
thoughts, and learn to 
ſerve God for himſclfe; 
Active was the affeion 
of Sechem to Diab , as ap- 
pears by his requeſt 00 DS 
lacob and his ſonnes. Let 
me finde grace ia your eyes,and 
what yee ſhall ſay wnto mee, 1 
will give. Aik me never /0 
much dowry and gift, and I 
will give according as yee ſhall 
ſay tento me ; But give me the 
Damoſel to wiſe Oh, that 
our hearts were but 
wrought to this holy 
C rem. 


temper , that we ſhould # 
deſire godlineſſe on any 
terms, undergo any hard-. 
{hip, though there were 
neither Hell co puniſh, 
nor Heaven to reward. 
However great is Gods 
goodncs, who knowing 
- Whercof wee are made, 
and remembring, that | 
weare but duſt, is pfea- |] 
ſed ro ſpurre us'on inthe 
raſe of piety with a rc- 
ward propounded, god- 
lines with contentment 
is greatgain. | 
22 Somuch in gene- | 
neral], - Thar there is a 
Dowry; Now in partt- 
cular 


\ 


7.5 


| of Gontetment. 
4 cular what isthe dovvry 


of godlineſle, VIE. Soo 


Great gain,of what *Let 0; Re 
Saint Paw himſelf, wha 
wrotethis Epiſtls cell us, | 


when: he calt yp his au- 


dit,vwhac profir he got by 


the-profeſlion.of Picty. 


Inlakours more aboundant , in 
ſiripss above meaſnre in prifons » _ IL 


more frequent , in deaths often. © 


| Wheres thegain, all chis 


while? Perchanceic fol- 
lows, We will cry ano- 
ther verſe. In journjing of- 
renin perils of aters , in perils Veſ36. 
of Robbers, mm perils by mine 
on (, ountry- ”— in perils bi 

2 


© A: Sermon 
the Heathen , in perils n the 
City; in periis in the Wiidernes, 
in perils in the Sea, in perils- a: 


” mong/} falſe alfe brethren) Where 


| isthe gainal{this while? 


you will fay, theſe were 
bur che Apoſtles adven- 
tures , :his rich-- xeturn 
( low :buc ſure ) will 
comeut\alt. Once-morc 


Yo 29. .:; 


| my Lord che King be as 


Js painfuinſſe, in watchings 
often, in bunger and thirſt, m 


faſtings often , in cold and nas 


kedneſſe. The further we 
ga, theleſſegain wefind, 


"_ ſaid. unto -David, 


May all the Enemies of 


the 


of (,ontentment. 
theyoung man Abalom 1s. 
But if chis be gain, May 
all the enemies of God". 
and goodnes haveplenty 
thereof. It will never 
fink into a worldlings 
head that godlinefſle 1s 
cain , whileſt the gran- 
dees of picty arc found ſo 
poore,Eliah begging food 
of a Widdow, Peter with- 
out gold or ſilver; Our 
Saviour himſelf nor ha- 
ving where to lay his 
head. 


Ic is confeſt that the ,,j,, 


dodrine in the text, can 
in no Wiſe be madegood 
according tothe princi- 

C 2 ples 


John 18, 
36. 
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, A'S ermon , 
ples of fleſh and blood. 


Our Saviour faid unto 


Pilate, My kingdome is not of 
this wortd; So the ſenſe 
and interpretation of-my 
rext is nor of this world, 
isnort carnall bur ſpiritu- 
al ,nottemporal bur cter- 
nal. This will plainly ape 
pear , if theſe cwo parti- 
culars be well weighed. 
© 1 What the world 
counts gain, is loſle, 

2 What the world 


. counts loſleis gaine, 


- counts gainis lofle. For | 


What the world 


what wilt profit a man if be 
piatte phat oor, _ 


_y © 


6% 
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lis 8wn ſoule. Moſt poore » 
is the condition of thoſe 
who have plenty of 
worldly wealth , and are 
nt rich towards God, Goun- Luk. 22, 
try people havinga peice," 
of fiohe gold all _ 61) 
the Indentures thercof 
_ withdut, fo to makeir 
the heavierzBut wiſemen 
wil nortake dirt for gold 
in payment. Rſcemsin 
like manner that wicked 
men bcing ſcnſible thac 
they want waight in the 
ſcales of the ſanQuary, 
( Tekel thonart waighed inthe 35's 
ballance and found too bioybt) 
ofet purpoſe load them 
42 "uu 


$ Hoy 4 
* * > 1 
S 31} 4? , | 
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Hab, 2.6 ſelves with thick clay. Buc 
all will not make them 
currant in Gods {i-hr,for 


—_— rickes availenot n1 the day # 


etting with much pains, 

ard in keeping with 

much care, quick in loo- 

fing with more ſorrow. 

Wherefore as the Apo- 

+. , {tle menſions Science faiſly 

—_ 'focalled, ſo this is gain falſ- 
ly ſo called by men, 

— _ 1; Secondly, They 

Eh nicke-namec that loſle 

_ Which 15 (gain in very 

_: deed , ſuch were all thoſe 

CGoified afflictions 

prhict Saint Paul (uffer- 

ed. 


- wrath, They arc long in 


of (,omtentment. 
ed, It is confeſt thr, 
thornes and thiſtles had 
' never. grown in the 
world,had Adam ſtond in 
his integrity , yer ſome 
of them ſince mans fall 
cannot well be wanted, 
Holy thiſtle (we know) 
| hath a Soveraign verrue, 
and ſweet bryer hath a 
pleaſant ſcent- All rribu- 
lations are , thorns to 
fleſh and blood ( the 
worgd:imports as much ) 
yet as Santtified to Gods 
children in Chriſt they 
become of excellent uſe, 
increaſing their grace 
hcreand glory hereafter ; 
Lynnen 


\ A Sermon 
-Lynnen new. waſhc 
though it may dry more 
by day time, 1s obſerycd 
to whitcn more in a fair 
night; Adverſity fandtifi- 
| ed to a Chriſtian ſoule 
doth more improvethe 
ſame in puricy and piety, 
then the conſtant enjoy? , 
ing ofa proſpcrouscon® | 
dition. f 
14 Burt we necd gpoe | 
no further forthe proof 
of the great profirgoztca 
by Gods ſervice, then to 
the words of the Apo- 
Ta ſte.  Godlineſſe hath the pro- 
__ ——- hife which now 1s, 
and of that Which is to come. 
Ir 


of (,ontentment. 

Ic is reported of Alexander 
that having conquered* | 
the World), he wept be- 
cauſe there was no more 
left for his valour to 0- 
 vercome : Bur leaſt Gods 
children ſhould have any 
cauſe of diſcontentment, 
that their joy may have 
room cnough to dilate it 
ſelf in, ſcealiteand alife, 
a vvorld and a vvorld, 
one here and- another 
hereafter, one in poſleſſ1- 
' on, another in reverſion 
alotted unto them. 

15 Come wenovy'to 
_ the preſent payment , #, 
_ Even at this preſent in- 

03 ſtant, 


A Sermon 
ſtant, God hath done great 
things for us already , wh:reof 
Werejoyce. Excellent is the 
expreſſion of theApoſtle. 
z Cor. 3. Op things preſent , or things to 
22, k 
come, All are yours. Heirc 
ſome carping curious 
Crincks may. chalicnge 
Sr.Paut of impropricty of 
Janguage; yea,finde both 
fall Grammar andiLogick 
in his words,falſe Tenſe, 
to fay future things are, 
fall Logick, for how can 
things tO come be ours, 
.,, Which benor, But know 
; > St. Paul ſpake with lan» 
| ICor,14 
w. gages more then them all, an 
had nonecd to learn the 
| CONs 


of Contentment. | 

congruiry of conſtrudi- 

on from any other. Iris 

goodin law to ſay, This 

reverſion i mine becauſe 

the reverſioner 1s in pres 

ſent © poſleſli on of rhe 

right co it, though not of 

the profit by it; yea,hea- 

ven'on earth is actually 

ours already; the poſſci1- 

otrof a clear conſcience, 

and the ſpirit of adoptt- 

on ſip 2nsSand ſcals unto us 

the favour of God , then | 

which, no greater gain. 
446 And'now as the 

es ſaid to Philip , See 

bere is water, what dothbinder 

me fo has br 00nd, ſo ſay I. ***35 

Behold 


AQs8. 
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Galines Ny Ie ak led; 
A bride- maid, Contentment, 


ready Ppreparcd. The 
great portion preſently 


ro. be paid. Whar hin- 

ders now but che mar- 
riage may inſtantly. pro- 
we this lo we Fo 
vvedded and bedded to- 
gether. But. what. an- 
ſwered Philp to the:Eus 
nuch ? Tf thou beiieveſt with 
ali thine beart,, thou maieſt, be 
baptiſed, So lay [. If thou 
loveſt this Bride with all 
thy Soule, countingno- 
thing toodear to cat 

her,the marriages ſolem- 


nitics 
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nicics'may inſtantly goec 
on. . Oh that had per- 
{waſive  cloquence cf- 
feQually to advance this 
match, the beſt is , what 
1s vvanting. in mee the 
ſpokeſman, is plentifully 
{applyed in her the 
bride. 

17, But rwo things we 
muſt beware of. Take 
hced you miſtakenot the 
ſhaddow for the ſub- 
ſtance, the piture for the 
perſon. Saint Paw tels\ 


us of ſome, who have the : Tiz- 


formeof godlincſſe, but 2 
deny the power thereof. 
The Poets tels us of mas 


oF 


, ny who at firſt were fut- 
' ters to Penelope the Mi- 
| ſtreſle , burar laſt were 
married to the Maids 
which attended her. Ir 
15 to be feared that many 
who pretend to love 
oodlineſſc ic ſelf, fall ar 
{aſt a courting and woe- 
ing of the forme , the 
mecr outfideand garb of 
Religion , and content 
themſelves with the 
ſame * whercia an hy« 
pocrite may equally , yea 
exccedthe ſincereſt Saint 
and ſervant of God, _ 

Laſtly, Beware leaſt 
thy covercous heart ra- 
ther 
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ther love the Portion 
then the Perſon, have 
more minde to thegaine 
then the godlines. We 
| findehow thenext kin(s 
man was very ready to 
| redeem the parcel of Nao- 
mies land which was his 
brother Elimelechs, Bur as 
ſoon as withall he heard, 
| hee mult take Rath ro 
| wife, he fell back from 
| his promiſc and purpoſe; 

Many there be which arc 
. very forwardco wed the 
gain , burarc utterly un- 
willing co havethe god- 
| lines with ir. Such a ſuis 
ter was Balaam himſelfe: 
| D 0 
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Ruth. 45 
6, 


knowing that weare to 
4 deale with ſuch a God 
who prefers a dramme | 


pound of proteſſioff 


Nun, Othat I might ge the death of 
*3-19. therighteous , and (et my laſt 
end be like bis, who was | 


careleſlero liverhelife of 
the righreous. Bur let ns 
labour to have the ſub- 
ſtance and ſincerity cf 
Piety - in our hearts, 


of integrity before 


And if wee acquit our 
ſelves uprightin his pres 
ſcnce, godlineſle with | 
contentment is great 
gain unto us, Ifay god- 
lineſſe in generall nor re- 


ſtriively| 


L 


of (,ontentmente 
ſtr1Kively iogrofſed to 
lome particuiar patty, 
"bur extended according 
ro che dim<nſ1on cf cha- 
rity co all perſons agrees 
i0gincheeſlentialsto ſal- 
vauon ; In my fathers hauſe 
there be many Manſions, as 34-2 
if God had provided ſc- 
| verallrepoſitaries of hap- 
: pineſle for ſuch as diffcr 
| in ſmaller opinions , 
vvhileſt all agreeing in 
generall godlineſſe, may 
meet in one grand Heas 
ven and place of ctcrnall 
Felicity, 


Amen, 
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